
Closing Department of
Education is Trump’s ‘shock
and awe’
Even if the department lives to !ght another
day, putting it under threat will have helped
Republicans to ‘"ood the zone’ and
disorientate opponents, academics say
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Donald Trump’s widely anticipated order to close
the Department of Education is part of his “shock
and awe” doctrine in his second term in the White
House, according to experts.

Prior to his inauguration, observers had struggled
to predict what President Trump’s plans for the
sector would be, but feared he would be guided
by the Project 2025 policy playbook crafted by his
allies, which advocated shuttering the government
department.

Among a "urry of executive orders, recent reports
indicate that Trump is indeed preparing to wind
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indicate that Trump is indeed preparing to wind
down the department and to urge his colleagues in
the House and Senate to abolish it altogether,
although his chances of success remained unclear.

The Republican party has attempted to eliminate
the department since it was created in 1979 but
there is more of an appetite to do so now than in
recent decades, Rebecca Natow, an associate
professor of specialised programmes in education
at Hofstra University, told Times Higher Education.
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Along with unprecedented orders on research
funding, the Trump administration was sending a
clear message that education should be handled by
the states, she warned.
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the states, she warned.

“I think higher education is very aware of what’s
going on, they know that what was said during the
campaign trail was serious and now they have to
prepare for what’s coming,” she said.

Other high-pro"le interventions into higher
education include allowing immigration agents on
to campuses, launching antisemitism
investigations at "ve universities, trying to
eliminate diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI)
positions, and banning transgender women from
college sports.

Comparing this to George W. Bush’s military
campaign in Iraq, Jennifer Steele, a professor in the
School of Education at American University, said
this represented the Trump administration’s “shock
and awe” tactics – of which closing the department
is a key tenet.

“These sweeping executive orders are really to
signal that this is not business as usual, and that
people should be on alert,” she said.

Commentators have linked this over-activity across
many aspects of the federal government to right-
wing mogul Steve Bannon’s tactics of “#ooding the
zone” and disorientating opponents.

“I think that they’re trying to make people scramble
so fast and seeing what they can get away with and
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so fast and seeing what they can get away with and
what they can’t, so the strategy is really
gamesmanship,” said Steele.
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Marybeth Gasman, distinguished professor of
education at Rutgers University – New
Brunswick, said attempts to close the Department
of Education sent the message that students
should not have access to equitable and high-
quality education.

And she agreed that the avalanche of noise was
intentional. “He likes to come in and distract
people, have them looking in all directions. You feel
like you have whiplash…more than likely, from my
vantage point, I think he’s doing something else
while everyone is looking at all of these things.”

Closing the department would a"ect all levels of
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Closing the department would a!ect all levels of
education, but with vice-president J.D. Vance’s
stated view that professors are the
“enemies”, Gasman said it appeared that colleges
were the real target.

While Trump has nominated Penny Schwinn, the
former commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Education, as deputy secretary, a
hearing for Linda McMahon as education
secretary is yet to be scheduled.

Because of the di#culty faced in passing an act of
Congress, Steele said that shuttering the
Department of Education was “political theatre” –
but indicated the 78-year-old’s commitment to his
more serious threats.

“What I think is most scary for higher ed is it will be
increasingly di#cult for people from many
countries to get visas to study in the US, so I think
that is going to hurt the bottom line of higher ed,”
she said.

The early attacks on higher education have left
many feeling “powerless” as this four-year term
begins, according to Gasman, but she urged
colleagues to not give up.

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/major-overhaul-education-department-expected-after-trump-win
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/trump-presidency-axes-grind-spells-danger-us-sector
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/colleges-fear-smackdown-wrestling-mogul-turned-minister


RELATED ARTICLES

Trump’s anti-DEI research witch-hunt ‘absurd’ and
‘immoral’ 

By Jack Grove  5 February

“You’ve got to stand up and you’ve got to lean into
the things that you are really good at. And you’ve
got to use your voice…I think that’s what faculty
have to do. I think that’s what students have to do.”

patrick.jack@timeshighereducation.com

Read more about:  Donald Trump Politics

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/trumps-anti-dei-research-witch-hunt-absurd-and-immoral
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/jack-grove-0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/trumps-unprecedented-executive-orders-wreak-havoc-science
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/policy/donald-trump
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/policy/politics
mailto:patrick.jack@timeshighereducation.com


Trump’s ‘unprecedented’ executive orders wreak
havoc on science 

By Jack Grove  1 February

‘Major overhaul’ of education department expected
after Trump win 

By Josh Moody for Inside Higher Ed  7 November

Could Donald Trump close the US Department of
Education? 

By Paul Basken  9 July

READER'S COMMENTS (1)

#1 Submitted by gra!.40 on February 7, 2025 -
12:05am

Shock and awe? Come on. T's been advocating for
this since 2015. And his !rst Sec. of Educ, Betsy

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/trumps-unprecedented-executive-orders-wreak-havoc-science
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/jack-grove-0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/major-overhaul-education-department-expected-after-trump-win
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/josh-moody-inside-higher-ed
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/could-donald-trump-close-us-department-education
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/paul-basken


HAVE YOUR SAY

Comment *

Please make sure that your comment does not
contravene our terms and conditions.
Update your username to use in public-facing parts
of the site, such as commenting on articles here.

Submit comment

YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

‘No major reform’ of English higher education
funding, says Smith 

By Juliette Rowsell  6 February

this since 2015. And his !rst Sec. of Educ, Betsy
DeVos began the task. Hardly "shock and awe"!

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/no-major-reform-english-higher-education-funding-says-smith
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/juliette-rowsell
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/user


By Juliette Rowsell  6 February

Trump’s anti-DEI research witch-hunt ‘absurd’ and
‘immoral’ 

By Jack Grove  5 February

France wary of fraud as private for-pro!t institutions
boom 

By Emily Dixon  5 February

‘Existential threat’ to New Zealand humanities as
grants shut o" 

By John Ross  4 February

SPONSORED

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/juliette-rowsell
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/trumps-anti-dei-research-witch-hunt-absurd-and-immoral
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/jack-grove-0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/france-wary-fraud-private-profit-institutions-boom
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/emily-dixon
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/existential-threat-new-zealand-humanities-grants-shut
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/author/john-ross
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/salesforceorg/p/preparing-universities-fourth-industrial-revolution


Preparing universities for the fourth
industrial revolution
The next era of technology in higher education is
intrinsically linked to student success

Promoted by Salesforce
SPONSORED

One Health
Through the ‘One Health’ approach, CityU aims to
develop and integrate interdisciplinary, problem-
based research collaboration in all aspects of health-
related issues.

Promoted by City University of Hong Kong
SPONSORED

How the world’s largest social sciences
survey is tracking our values and
beliefs

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/salesforceorg/p/preparing-universities-fourth-industrial-revolution
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/city-university-hong-kong/p/one-health
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/united-arab-emirates-university/p/how-worlds-largest-social-sciences-survey-tracking-our-values
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/salesforceorg/p/preparing-universities-fourth-industrial-revolution
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/city-university-hong-kong/p/one-health
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/united-arab-emirates-university/p/how-worlds-largest-social-sciences-survey-tracking-our-values


beliefs
With help from UAEU, the World Values Survey is
continuing to inform governments, analysts,
journalists and agencies worldwide

Promoted by United Arab Emirates University
SPONSORED

FEATURED JOBS

See all jobs  Update job preferences

Administrator Support for
Institutional Sustainability
Strategy
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON

Research Assistant, Energy
Storage
RMIT UNIVERSITY

TP-H2 Backbone, Techno-
Economic Aspects of an
Environmentally Friendly
TECHNISCHE UNIVERSITAT DRESDEN (TU
DRESDEN)

Pro Vice-Chancellor, Teaching and
Learning
UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD

Senior Research Software
Engineer/ IT Center 1
UNIVERSITY OF HELSINKI

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listings/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/the-ums-modal/login/nojs?post_login_redirect_callback=redirectToExternalWithUserData
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/united-arab-emirates-university/p/how-worlds-largest-social-sciences-survey-tracking-our-values
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listing/387752/administrator-support-for-institutional-sustainability-strategy/?trackid=10&utm_source=the-jobs-service&utm_campaign=none&utm_score=0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listing/387767/research-assistant-energy-storage/?trackid=10&utm_source=the-jobs-service&utm_campaign=none&utm_score=0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listing/387798/tp-h2-backbone-techno-economic-aspects-of-an-environmentally-friendly/?trackid=10&utm_source=the-jobs-service&utm_campaign=none&utm_score=0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listing/387783/pro-vice-chancellor-teaching-and-learning/?trackid=10&utm_source=the-jobs-service&utm_campaign=none&utm_score=0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/unijobs/listing/387755/senior-research-software-engineer-it-center-1/?trackid=10&utm_source=the-jobs-service&utm_campaign=none&utm_score=0


Adva Levin (competition judge):
Amazon Alexa EdTech Skills Challenge
EMEA 2020
Learn more about Alexa for education and vote now
in the Amazon Alexa EdTech Skills Challenge EMEA
2020

Promoted by Amazon Alexa EdTech Skills Challenge
SPONSORED

ADVERTISEMENT

Close

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/amazon-web-services/p/adva-levin-competition-judge-amazon-alexa-edtech-skills-challenge-emea
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/hub/amazon-web-services/p/adva-levin-competition-judge-amazon-alexa-edtech-skills-challenge-emea


English

Simpli!ed Chinese (简体中⽂)

Copyright © 2025 THE - Times Higher Education

FAQs

Contact us

About us

Work for THE

Terms & conditions

Privacy

Cookie policy

Accessibility statement

THE Connect

Media Centre

Modern slavery statement

Subscribe to Times
Higher Education
As the voice of global higher education,
THE is an invaluable daily resource.

Close

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/closing-department-education-trumps-shock-and-awe
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/cn/news/closing-department-education-trumps-shock-and-awe


THE is an invaluable daily resource.
Subscribe today to receive unlimited
news and analyses, commentary from
the sharpest minds in international
academia, our in!uential university
rankings analysis and the latest insights
from our World Summit series.


